Journalism 61b




Professor Bob Rucker

        Office Hours: Spring 2006
Writing for the Electronic News Media

Radio & TV News Coordinator             Mondays/Wednesday 1:15-2:30
Tuesdays & Thursdays 3pm – 4:15pm

Former CNN Correspondent                or by appointment in advance only
Dwight Bentel Hall 222



Office: DBH 218    408-924-3272        Updates:  www.profbob.com
Jour 061B: (3 units): Broadcast news writing, with emphasis on organization, conversational style and production mechanics. Preliminary understanding of legal and ethical issues in the recording or videotaping of news sources. Writing timely, 
contemporary news stories under time pressure. Prerequisite: Proof of passing English 1A, English 1B.  A consistent 
command of current events knowledge, good grammar, vocabulary and spelling skills are needed.
Course Objectives: The goals of Journalism 61b are for students to…

Think critically, creatively and independently.
Conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the communications professions in which they work.
Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity.
Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they
serve.
Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.
        
Expectations for J61b Students:

      ALWAYS…
 
    * show confidence and be positive in outlook.
    * be open to new information & writing approaches without resistance...
    * look for details your larger audience would be interest in or care about...
    * trust in your ability to memory details, and not second guess yourself...
    * work efficiently to write conversationally & accurately under  time pressure...
    * resolve NOT to make the same mistake twice.
    * keep your personal feelings under control & out of your news writing.
 

J61B GRADING will be tabulated as follows:  
1. CURRENT EVENTS KNOWLEDGE. (20% OF CLASS GRADE)  
 Keep up with the news. Don't wait to be told. Each student will be called on to express their knowledge.
Your individual knowledge of local, state, national and international news events and stories will  constantly be assessed. You have a standing class assignment to read the SAN JOSE MERCURY newspaper, and watch or listen to a TV or radio newscast DAILY! Unannounced written and/or oral class quizzes should be expected. Any quizzes on broadcast style rules, libel laws and the right to privacy readings in the text will also be counted here. Miss a quiz or test with an unexcused absence, you automatically receive an "F" grade for that day's quiz or test.  

2. WRITING ASSIGNMENTS. (20% OF CLASS GRADE) 
 How well do you consistently demonstrate your command of the RTVJ Style Rules? Work to improve always.
Some Assignments early in the learning process will not be graded. In time, all graded take-home and in-class writing assignments will count here. Consistency and thoroughness, accuracy and common sense when writing news copy will be meticulously monitored & evaluated. Some writing assignments (or "scenarios") will require students to think-through “real world” news concerns then write balanced, fair, accurate and interesting stories quickly and on deadline. Participation is crucial! By semester’s end, in-class writing assignments will be precisely timed. Copy that does not meet specified time limits will automatically receive a failing grade. 

3. FINAL CLASS PROJECT/EXAM. (60% OF CLASS GRADE) Includes RTVJ industry terms. 
At semester’s end, it's put up or shut up time. Be time efficient and confident. You CAN do it!
Remember the  industry saying is …”You’re only as good as your LAST story.”  How well you demonstrate  your command of style rules under time pressure is most important on this final exam which is worth more than half your overall course grade. 


For privacy reasons, final grades may NOT be posted. Grades may not be sent by 
e-mail or by postal mail. Find grades online using your student I.D. on the official
university web site: www.sjsu.edu 

                             PROF. RUCKER ADVISORY TO ALL J61B STUDENTS
   
It is always the student's responsibility to recognize that higher education is a priority and privilege. Students should   NEVER schedule any activity which conflicts with class meeting times on campus. Personal jobs & duties, non-emergency medical appointments, family duties, campus groups or SJSU sports team activities, etc. are NOT acceptable reasons for missing a class meeting or assignment. A grade penalty may be imposed if any test, class report, activity or assignment is missed. Students should not expect any make-up opportunity.
 

SJSU policy always allows for an excused absence due to an emergency, health problem or death in the family. 
No penalty is imposed for these reasons. Students should notify Prof. Rucker in advance, as soon as possible, by telephone, 
not e-mail or written notes left in the office. Students may be asked to document these excused absences.
Call in BEFORE class and ask for an excused absence for missing class. Call: 408-924-3272.
The School of Journalism & MCOM policy calls for NO LATE ENTRY INTO CLASSROOMS. Prof. Rucker
supports this policy. Ten minutes after the start of Prof. Rucker’s class, students are NOT ALLOWED to enter his classroom.  If a student misses an announcement or assignment, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed from a classmate. Do not e-mail, call or request the information from Professor Rucker.
 
JMC students are encouraged to bring their laptop computers to class for note-taking and class online assignments only.
Non-class related online activity is NEVER acceptable, and students involved may be asked to leave the class.

All assignments due in a designated class meeting may only be submitted that class period. Students may NOT submit assignments by e-mail, in the main office, or under Prof. Rucker’s office door without his prior authorization. Office staff will be advised to disregard unauthorized requests. Students receive NO credit for violating this class policy.

Do not use Prof. Rucker’s SJSU administrative email address for J61b class inquiries.

His professorrucker@yahoo.com address is for JMC School and advising only. See him directly about J61b matters.

Always go online to: www.profbob.com    (more details about J61b here)

Look for timely updates from Professor Rucker. If an emergency arises for him, info should be posted there as soon

as possible. Follow instructions posted.
Check out the links on the website. 

When planning your class schedule in the future, look online first for ADVISING info…then come see Professor Rucker

during office hours. DO NOT PROCRASTINATE…Stay on top of your academic degree goals & mission.

More information about SJSU classes…departments…policies…etc. at: www.sjsu.edu

  
