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MCOM 72: Mass Media and Society: Theories and contemporary issues in the mass media correlated with social, economic, political, and historical trends. (3 units Lower division General Education credit. Major writing assignment required.)
It is a lower division, mass media entry level overview  of the history, purpose, strategies, and impact in our society of the various forms of the communications including television, radio, the internet, movies, the music industry, newspapers, magazines, advertising and public relations. Also included is a brief introductory review of the laws, regulatory agencies and ethical standards which affect the operation of each medium or media company. This course involves a very interactive discussion of issues and current events. Students must come to each class informed and prepared to contribute.
Course Objectives: The goal of MCOM 72 is for students to be able to… 

* Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to dissent, to monitor 
  and criticize power, and to assemble and petition for redress of grievances.
* Understand concepts and apply theories in the use and presentation of images and information.

* Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and  
   grammatical correctness.
* Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, 
  fairness and diversity.
Professor Rucker’s Class Procedures, Policies and Requests: (Based on professional courtesy & responsibility)

The School of Journalism & MCOM policy calls for NO LATE ENTRY INTO CLASSROOMS. Prof. Rucker
supports this policy. Ten minutes after the start of Prof. Rucker’s class, students are NOT ALLOWED to enter his classroom.  If a student misses an announcement or assignment, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed from a classmate. Do not e-mail, call or request the information from Professor Rucker.
 
JMC students are encouraged to bring their laptop computers to class for note-taking and class online assignments only.
Non-class related online activity is NEVER acceptable, and students involved may be asked to leave the class.

All assignments due in a designated class meeting may only be submitted that class period. Students may NOT submit assignments by e-mail, in the main office, or under Prof. Rucker’s office door without his prior authorization. Office staff will be advised to disregard unauthorized requests. Students receive NO credit for violating this class policy.


It is always the student's responsibility to recognize that higher education is a priority and privilege. Students should   NEVER schedule any activity which conflicts with class meeting times on campus. Personal jobs & duties, non-emergency medical appointments, family duties, campus groups or SJSU sports team activities, etc. are NOT acceptable reasons for missing a class meeting or assignment. A grade penalty may be imposed if any test, class report, activity or assignment is missed. Students should not expect any make-up opportunity.
 

SJSU policy always allows for an excused absence due to an emergency, health problem or death in the family. No penalty is imposed for these reasons. Students should notify Prof. Rucker in advance, as soon as possible, by telephone, not e-mail or written notes left in the office. Students may be asked to document these excused absences.
Course Textbook: Converging Media, An Introduction to Mass Communications  
                                                                     by John Pavlik & Shawn McIntosh, 2004
           SPRING SEMESTER, 2006
                 ASSIGNED TEXTBOOK CHAPTER EXAMS
	 Test #1     Date: February 21st
Chapters Assigned: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6

	 Test #2      Date: March 21st
Chapters:   TBA and posted online in advance.

	 Test #3      Date: May 2nd
Chapters:   TBA and posted online in advance.



HOMEWORK REQUIRED: MCOM 72 students in Prof. Rucker classes MUST participate in class discussions of current events. All students are called on to offer accurate details about timely issues and events every class. 
To prepare, read, watch or listen to media coverage of major news events and media industry developments. Focus on both the anticipated and unexpected. Know about any news-making issue or concern, or controversial  event, advertising, public relations, movies, music and other media industry headlines. Strongly recommend reading the San Jose Mercury News and watching a network and local newscast DAILY. Periodic and
unannounced current events quizzes will focus on basic WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY and HOW info in reports or issues.

MCOM 72 GRADING PROCEDURE

1. CLASS PARTICIPATION. (30% of grade.) How well you individually volunteer to discuss timely issues and class topics. Express your knowledge and understanding. Don’t hold back. Expect unannounced current events/issue quizzes in class.
Periodically, professionals working in a wide range of media endeavors will be GUEST SPEAKERS in class. Most will speak to timely events and thinking in their fields. Guests will be announced as soon as their schedules will permit confirmation of visits. Students must do research on the individual, their business and/or industry and come to all guest lecture with 5 typed questions for the guest (who may call on students at random). Always be prepared and work to impress.

2. Assigned Readings Exams-3 total. ( 30% of grade.) Multiple choice/true-false exam questions on the assigned chapter readings only. Expect no make-up opportunities. Students should keep a record of letter grades earned on the tests.

3. JAM Reports – Journals Analyzing Media. (40% of grade. University G.E. requirement). Weekly students must evaluate a wide range of assigned media topic, examples or news events, and concisely type no more than one page per report. Binder and content requirements are precisely specified online. Full compliance with all JAM report writing guidelines is REQUIRED. JAM letter grade is reduced for each violation. No make-ups are allowed. Do the assignment correctly the first time. Spelling, grammar and fact errors are not acceptable and can lower overall JAM grades. Student views or opinions expressed in JAMS are not being graded. Go online for more details. (www.profbob.com....MCOM 72 link)

                                                   School of Journalism & Mass Communications POLICIES

                                During class sessions in SJSU School of Journalism & Mass Communications classes…

                                           * CELL PHONES & PAGERS MUST BE OFF IN THE CLASSROOM.

                               * NO FOOD IN THE CLASSROOMS. STUDENTS MUST CLEAN UP THEIR DEBRIS.

                                                               * NO LATE ENTRY INTO CLASSROOMS. 
                               * LAPTOP COMPUTER USE IS LIMITED TO CLASS RELATED ASSIGNMENTS.
             More detailed information about this class and timely updates available online at: www.profbob.com 
