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Geneva Lucille Rucker-Kenerson was born to Cora Bray and Thomas 
Rucker in their family home in the hills of Toccoa in Northwest Georgia on 
November 11, 1913. The oldest of five children, she would be their only 
daughter. Two of her brothers died very young, and at the age of six, 
Geneva’s mother would die after giving child birth to her youngest brother 
Lealon.  Geneva’s oldest brother Robert Lonnie II would later marry her best 
friend Opal, and be the father of Geneva’s surviving nieces and nephew, 
Linda Genine, Robert Limuel III and Fonnie Loraine Rucker. 
 
The death of Geneva’s mother would be the first of many painful childhood 
hardships. When her father remarried, her stepmother Adlee resented 
raising another women’s children, and harshly punished the strong-willed 
and determined Geneva. Her father’s violent temper lead to many domestic 
beating incidents which left Geneva unable to bear children later in life. In 
her 20s, she escaped and moved to Cincinnati where she met and 



befriended Opal Helen Smith. Both would face the harsh realities of sexism, 
racism and segregation as domestic maids, cooks and housekeepers. To 
realize her dream, Geneva would save her pay and use it for training to 
become a registered nurse, a lifelong career passion. 
 
In Cincinnati, Miss Geneva would meet the “love of her life,” a handsome 
young William Glassco, but lose him a few years later in a tragic shooting. 
Over the next forty years, Geneva would wed five more times including, 
Robert Cline, Henry Smith, Roosevelt Porter, Sam Johnson and John 
Kenerson. By her admission, none of them would ever come close to 
replacing the deep and heartfelt love she shared with her beloved William. 
 
 

       
 
Geneva would introduce Opal to her brother Robert Lonnie II in Ohio. They 
would marry, and all three would move to Chicago in the 1950s. To help pay 
the bills, Geneva would make hats and clothes, become a hair stylist and 
model, and stage fashion shows until she earned money to pay for her 
registered nurse credentials. By the mid 1960s she would begin a 42 year 
career as a healthcare provider, and work in Chicago hospitals, Illinois 
tuberculosis centers and specialize in private duty nursing. Geneva would 
discover her greatest joy in caring for the elderly in their homes. She was 
known for bonding with hundreds of patients who welcomed and trusted her 
like a member of their family. Geneva would bring some to holiday meals 
and summer barbeques with the Rucker family. 
 
Often during her career Geneva would take time to travel and have fun. She 
was the first in the family to visit Hawaii and travel across the United States. 
A devout Christian, she also loved “raising a joyful noise onto The Lord.” 
Over the years she visited and joined several Christian congregations, and 
held ‘fish fries’ and sold chicken dinners for many church fundraisers. 



Geneva would also formally train to be an Evangelist in Chicago, and offer 
The Word and sermons explaining the Good News of Christ crucified at 
Cove Road Church of God in La Fayette, Georgia.  
 
 

    
 
In 1976, Opal and daughter Fonnie would move to Georgia, and in 2004, at 
age 90, Opal was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease. She would ask if she 
and Fonnie could come west to live with her college professor son and his 
domestic partner Benjamin. Three years later, Geneva developed health 
concerns and asked if she could join them in California. Robert  was taught 
at an early age that this was an important part of his family's culture. He told 
Ben, "I’ll understand if you want to walk away, but if you give Geneva a 
chance, I believe you will grow to love her like I do.” In a short time, the two 
would develop a fun and loving relationship, and Geneva would tell her 
nephew ‘Mr. Ben’ was one of the best men she had ever known.’  
 
In 2008, Geneva and Opal felt blessed and honored to live long enough to 
vote for the first African-American President of the United States. On 
election night, a reporter from the San Jose Mercury News joined the family 
at their home and reported the historic moment through the eyes of two 
women who lived the struggle for racial equality in America. A month after 
the election, Miss Opal would pass away at home at age 95. In 2012, 
Geneva, a daughter of the Old South, would be thrilled to vote for the re-
election of President Barack Obama. 
 
On Veterans Day that year, Miss Geneva celebrated her 99th birthday, and 
when onto have a joyful Christmas holiday season with family and friends.  
 
 
 



 
Shortly after Valentine’s Day, 2013, Geneva Rucker-Kenerson was 
diagnosed with congestive failure, and entered home hospice care. 
Throughout her final illness she was always upbeat, cheerful and reassuring 
to her family. 
 
On April 9, 2013 she would pass away peacefully at home, cradled in the 
loving arms of her beloved nursing caregiver for five years and her adopted 
daughter, Nickie Xiomara Pichardo. Geneva was surrounded by her San 
Jose family who prayed with her as she gently slipped into the loving 
embrace of the Almighty.  
 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013, the cremated remains of Miss Opal were place 
along side her best friend Geneva. Robert III, Fonnie, Benjamin, and Nickie 
proudly present their loved ones to The Lord, and ask that God and all the 
angels and saints welcome Geneva home for a long awaited reunion with 
her mother for whom she’s longed to see again for 93 years.  
 
                  Eternal rest good and faithful servants of The Lord.   
 

                   
      Geneva Rucker-Kenerson                                                                                    Cora Bray Rucker,  
                                                                                                                                       Geneva’s Mother 

         Opal Smith-Rucker with Geneva in 2008 



A lifetime and love and great joys! 
 

 
Geneva’s wedding to John Kenerson in the 1960s. (Far right) Brothers Robert Lonnie and Lealon. 

 
 

          Linda, Geneva and Fonnie,1960s 
 

 

 
 

Loving homecare nurses Maureen Malnburg and Nickie Xiomara Pichardo with the family in 2009.  



       
 Arriving in California, July 2007 
 

       
 
 

        



  

                
 

     
 

           
 
 



          
 

Ecumenical Service for Miss Opal in 1009 
 

     
 
  

    
  

 
   



Some of our loving Extended Family  
  

   
 
 

       
 
 

      
 
 

 



      
 

     
 

        
 

            
 



 

       
 

Geneva was a great blessing in our home and in all our lives. 
 

 
 

We will love you and miss you forever Aunt Geneva. 


