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Nothing is more beautiful to me than the “sunset of a person’s 
life” when it has been lived in harmony with God’s will.  The 
Apostle Paul wrote in his Second Epistle to Timothy:   
 
“Ï have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.  Finally there is laid up for me the Crown of 
Righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge will give 
me.”  (I Timothy 4:7-8).   

A similar testimony can be made of our dearly departed loved 
one, Sister Geneva Rucker-Kenerson.   

 



What a joy to have known this wonderful woman of God, who 
was obviously favored by God to live and serve for almost a 
century.  Many of us are eyewitnesses to the fact that she 
“fought a good fight and kept the faith” for many years and we 
believe she deserves a crown.   
 

While we will miss her so much down here, we look forward to 
seeing her again when we too make it to our heavenly reward.  
  

I had the good fortune to serve as Sis. Geneva’s Pastor for 
several years at Cove Road Church of God, in La Fayette, 
Georgia.  About twelve (12) years ago, she relocated back to 
her home State of Georgia, after spending most of her adult life 
in the Midwest, where she served in a number of Churches. 
 
Sister Geneva joined the Church of God in Georgia as a 
“seasoned” credentialed minister with extensive experience in 
promoting genuine fellowship among the members. Our Church 
has a reputation for being a “loving and caring” place of worship, 
and we owe so much to Sister Geneva for showing us “how to 
be the Church“ God called us to be.    

 

 

 



Additionally, she is remembered for having taught the younger 
believers the proper way to appreciate and support the Pastor 
and other church leaders. 
 

Sister Geneva led by example and could be counted on to 
fervently pray for whatever the needs of the Church were.  She 
often referred to the Church as the “House of Prayer.”   

 

When she joined our Church, we did not have any other 
Associate Ministers.  While senior in age, but still very vibrant 
spiritually and physically, the Lord answered her prayers for 
strength to serve as a worship leader and preacher, until others 
could fill these roles.  

 

I recall how grateful she was when the Lord sent four additional 
ministers to serve. She acknowledged that this was an answer 
to her prayers, and she would now allow the new ministers to 
serve as she enjoyed the worship services from the pews. 
 

Sister Geneva was a faithful steward of the resources God gave 
her, and again led by example as one who consistently 
contributed her tithes and offerings and gave in so many other 
ways.   

 



We are forever grateful to Sister Geneva for sharing her  time, 
wisdom and even opening  her home  as a place to meet and  to 
lodge if needed.   

 

Prior to the church being blessed with a parsonage for use by 
the Pastor and family, Sister Geneva furnished a guest room in 
her home to serve as a temporary lodging for her Pastor. Upon 
her relocation to the West Coast, She practically donated  
enough furniture and equipment  to completely furnish  the 
recently acquired Church parsonage.   

The furniture will serve as another memorial of a person who 
was generous while she lived and even in her death, the Church 
is still benefiting. 
 

I will always remember the history lessons Sister Geneva 
shared with me as we conversed, and she recalled what life was 
like for African Americans when she was a child in the early 
1900’s.  She remembered being asked to teach older African 
American males how to read and write.   

She recalled how surprised she was to learn as a child that 
there were “grown men who did not know how to spell or write 
their name” and a young person like her would be asked to 
teach them.  Sister Geneva not only served her Church, she 
also served humanity.   



So much more can be written and remembered about this 
“spiritual giant” who loved, served and was much loved by so 
many of us.  We celebrate her home going with a “shout of 
thanksgiving” to our Lord for giving her to us for almost 100 
years.   Our reunion with her in Heaven is going to be glorious.   
 
Wear your crown Sister Geneva, you earned it.   

Gratefully submitted by: 

Pastor James L Brown, Sr. 
Cove Road Church of God, La Fayette, Georgia 

 
 

                        
                   Sister Geneva Rucker-Kenerson 
                      Lifelong a devoted servant of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 


