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“Dream big, believe in yourself, ask God’s help
and don’t be afraid to go for it.” - GRK

The Rucker-Corrales Family thanks you for your kind expressions, 
and joyful experiences with us over the years. Miss Geneva lives on in our hearts.

Home Going - April  17, 2013



CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF
GENEVA RUCKER-KENERSON

Opening Song  Shall We Gather at the River*

Welcome  Rev. Carole Vincent.

Refl ection  “The Close of a Beautiful Life”
   Comments by Geneva’s former pastor,
   Rev. James Brown, LaFayette, GA
   Read by Santa Clara University
   Professor Jerry Enos.

Song   Be Not Afraid*

Gospel Reading  John 6:37-40, 11:25-26
and refl ection  St. Julie Billiart Parish Pastor, 
   Fr. Saju Joseph.

The Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Carole Vincent and Fr. Saju Joseph

Song   Rise Up With Him*

Refl ection  New Home Baptist Church Resolution 
   Read by Darryl Thornton.

Refl ection  Heather Rule.

Open Refl ections  All are welcome to offer their refl ections.

Family Remarks  Fonnie Rucker, Benjamin Corrales, 
   and Bob Rucker.

Closing Prayer  Rev. Carole Vincent.

Joyful Closing Song Soon and Very Soon*

Pallbearers  Jerry Enos, Darryl Thornton, John Wescoat,  
   Ron Castro, Kevin Rule, Neil Maggi.

Interment  Gate of Heaven Catholic Cemetery
   22555 Cristo Rey Drive
   Los Altos, CA 94024

*Jeanine Jensen, Pianist, St. Julie Billiart Parish
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Shall We Gather At The River
Words and Music by Robert Lowry, 1864

Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod,

With it’s crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God.

Chorus
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

The beautiful,
The beautiful river;

Gather with the saints
At the river

That fl ows by the throne of God.

On the margin of the river,
Washing up it’s silver spray,

We shall walk and worship ever,
All the happy golden days.

Chorus

Soon we’ll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease;

Soon our happy hearts will quiver
With the melody of peace.

Chorus
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Be Not Afraid
Robert J. Dufford_Breaking Bread 2003, OCP

You shall cross the barren desert,
but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety,

though you do not know the way.
You will speak your words in foreign lands

and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live.

Refrain
Be not afraid.

I go before you always.
Come follow me,

and I will give you rest.

If you pass through raging waters
in the sea, you shall not drown.

If you walk amid the burning fl ames,
you shall not be harmed.

If you stand before the pow’r of hell
and death is at your side,

know that I am with you through it all.

Refrain

Blessed are your poor,
for the kingdom shall be theirs.

Blest are you that weep and mourn,
for one day you shall laugh.

And if wicked tongues insult and hate you
all because of me, blessed, blessed, are you.
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Rise Up With Him
Janet Vogt. OCP, 1996

People, wait no more. God has shown you
the glory of the Lord! By the cross we

clain our freedom. Christ has risen to...

Refrain
Everlasting life! And we’ll rise, up,

rise up with him, and we’ll rise, 
rise to new life! 

And we’ll rise up, rise up with him, 
for with Jesus who leads us by grace 

we will rise up with him.

Ev’ry knee shall bend. Ev’ry tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, Lord and Savior

of all nations, our salvation to...

Refrain

Jesus, whom we love, we proclaim your word
for ages all to come. Alleluia,

sing a new song. Glory to our God of...

Refrain
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Soon And Very Soon
Lyrics by Andrae Crouch

Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King
Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King
Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
We’re going to see the King.

No more crying there! We’re going … To see the King
No more crying there! We’re going … To see the King
No more crying there! We’re going … To see the King

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
We’re going to see the King.

No more dying there! We’re going … To see the King
No more dying there! We’re going … To see the King
No more dying there! We’re going … To see the King

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
We’re going to see the King.

Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King
Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King
Soon and very soon … We’re going to see the King

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
We’re going to see the King.
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Geneva Lucille Rucker-Kenerson was born to Cora 
Bray and Thomas Rucker in their family home in the 
hills of Toccoa in Northwest Georgia on November 11, 
1913. The oldest of fi ve children, she would be their 
only daughter. Two of her brothers died very young, 
and at the age of six, Geneva’s mother would die after 
giving birth to her youngest brother Lealon.  Geneva’s 
oldest brother Robert Lonnie II would later marry her 
best friend Opal, and be the father of Geneva’s surviv-
ing nieces and nephew, Linda Genine, Robert Limuel 
III and Fonnie Loraine Rucker.

The death of Geneva’s mother would be the fi rst
of many painful childhood hardships. When her father 
remarried, her stepmother Adlee resented raising

another women’s children, and harshly punished the strong-willed and determined Geneva. 
Her father’s violent temper lead to many domestic beating incidents which left Geneva un-
able to bear children later in life. In her 20s, she escaped and moved to Cincinnati where she 
met and befriended Opal Helen Smith. Both would face the harsh realities of sexism, racism 
and segregation as domestic maids, cooks and housekeepers. To realize her dream, Geneva 
would save her money to be trained as a nurse, a lifelong career passion.

In Cincinnati, Miss Geneva would meet the “love of her life,” a handsome young William 
Glassco, but lose him a few years later in a tragic shooting. Over the next forty years, Ge-
neva would wed fi ve more times including, Robert Cline, Henry Smith, Roosevelt Porter, Sam 
Johnson and John Kenerson. By her admission, none would replace her fi rst love William.

Geneva introduced Opal to her brother Robert Lonnie II in Ohio. They would marry, and all 
three would move to Chicago in the 1950s. Geneva would make hats and clothes, become 
a hair stylist, model, a fashion show producer until she earned money to pay for her regis-
tered nurse credentials. By the mid 1960s she would begin a 42 year career as a healthcare 
provider, and work in Chicago hospitals, Illinois tuberculosis centers and specialize in private 
duty nursing.

In 2004, Opal and daughter Fonnie moved from Georgia to California. Three years later at 
93, Geneva developed health concerns, and asked if she could join them. After her 99th 
birthday on Veterans Day 2012, Geneva was diagnosed with congestive heart failure. On 
April 9, 2013 she would pass away peacefully at home with her family including home care 
nurse Nickie, Xiomara Pichardo. Today the cremated remains of Miss Opal will be laid to rest 
along side her best friend Geneva.

Learn more about our beloved Geneva, online at www.profbob.com
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