Journalism 61b



 Professor Bob Rucker 

Office Hours:                   Daily Updates 
Writing for the Electronic News Media
 Radio & TV News Coordinator

M/W 1:15 – 2pm            & more details @
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30-11:45am
 Former CNN Correspondent

Tu/Th  Noon–1pm,       www.profbob.com
Dwight Bentel Hall Room 224

 Office: DBH 218     408-924-3272
Other arrangements available on request.





Journ. 61b: (3 units): Broadcast news writing, with emphasis on organization, conversational style and production mechanics. Preliminary understanding of legal and ethical issues in the recording or videotaping of news sources. Writing timely,
contemporary news stories under time pressure.  Required: A consistent command of current events knowledge, good grammar, vocabulary and spelling skills essential. Prereq. Proof of completing & passing English 1A, English 1B before J61b..
	THE BASICS of broadcast news writing. Realize your career goals if you ALWAYS…
   
    * show confidence and be positive in outlook. Don’t put yourself down. It affects your performance.
    * be open to new information & writing approaches without resistance. Be flexible and adjust to the unfamiliar quickly.
    * look for details your larger audience would be interest in or care about. Your view or thinking may be limited.
    * trust in your ability to remember details. Don’t second guess yourself. Don’t waste valuable time.
    * work efficiently to write conversationally & accurately under  time pressure. Believe in yourself always!
    * resolve NOT to make the same mistake twice. Mature responsible people don’t slip up all the time. It’s unimpressive.
    * keep your personal feelings under control & out of your news writing. No bias should ever be detectable. 



Fall Semester, 2005   GRADING PROCEDURE
1. CURRENT EVENTS KNOWLEDGE. (25% OF CLASS GRADE)  
Keep up with the news. Don't wait to be told. Know what’s in the news throughout the semester.
Your individual knowledge of local, state, national and international news events and stories will constantly be assessed. You have a standing class assignment to read the SAN JOSE MERCURY newspaper, and watch or listen to a TV or radio newscast DAILY! Unannounced written and/or oral class quizzes should be expected. Any quizzes on broadcast style rules, libel laws and the right to privacy readings in the text will also be counted here. Miss a quiz or test with an unexcused absence, you automatically receive an "F" grade for that day's quiz or test.  Interaction with guest speakers also required. Come prepared to ask questions by doing research prior to the guest’s arrival. Typed questions for guests may be required to confirm effort.

2. WRITING ASSIGNMENTS. (25% OF CLASS GRADE) 
Do you listen well and learn quickly? Do you make the same mistakes over and over? Is your thinking limited? 
Does your writing speak to a local audience’s needs? This is a semester-long assessment of steady improvement.
Some assignments early in the learning process will not be graded. Eventually all homework writing assignments will be 
graded. Consistency and thoroughness, accuracy and common sense when writing news copy will be meticulously monitored & evaluated. Participation is crucial! Ask questions when graded assignments are returned. Show you are trying to learn not to make the same mistakes. Copy which does not comply with directives may receive an automatic failing grade.   

3. FINAL EXAM. (50% OF CLASS GRADE) 
It’s put up or shut up time. How well and efficiently do you use broadcast style under time pressure? Focus & perform. 
The final includes broadcast industry terms, current events knowledge, and writing four copy stories under time deadlines.  

For privacy reasons, final grades may NOT be posted. Grades may not be sent by e-mail or by postal mail. Find grades online using your 
student I.D. on the official university web site: www.sjsu.edu 

More info on back side.    Full details about Journalism 61b class online at: www.profbob.com    

	      JMC School: Classroom Policies
	          Prof. Rucker News Writing Class Policies…               

	*    CELL PHONE & PAGERS MUST BE OFF IN THE 
     CLASSROOM.

*    NO FOOD IN THE CLASSROOMS. STUDENTS MUST 
     CLEAN UP WORK AREA  DEBRIS.

*   NO LATE ENTRY INTO CLASSROOMS. 
  ( (10 minute window to arrive in Prof. Rucker classes.)

*    LAB COMPUTER USE LIMITED TO CLASS RELATED 
     ASSIGNMENTS. (No e-mailing/chats/inappropriate 
     online searches. You will be asked to leave.)

*   PROMOTE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & PROFESSIONAL 
    CONDUCT AT ALL TIMES IN ALL JMC CLASSROOMS.
    
	*     Do not wear colognes/perfumes to class. Allergy health hazard.

*    Call Prof.Rucker’s office,before class & ask for excused absence.
      SJSU policy: health problems & emergencies are acceptable.

*    Not all requests for excused absences will be approved. 

*    Missed assignments/tardy assignments earn grade penalties.

*    False reporting (made up info) automatically earns a failing grade.

*    No personal attacks are allowed during class discussions.

*    Get info updates/notes from classmates when absent from class.

*    One-on-one mid-semester reviews with Prof. Rucker required.


Pitfalls to avoid:
You really can’t fake knowledge. You either have it or you don’t. You understand the news or you don’t. 
Do the homework and ask lots of questions in class. Laying low and being quiet impresses no one.


Make time for the news. No excuses. Everyone has jobs and busy schedules. Without a daily dose of 
news, you fall behind. That will show up in your writing. So make time every day and stick to that goal.


Just accepting news on its face value reflects shallow thinking. Question WHY something happened? 
Be curious about everything.

Work on your lack of knowledge of history and news on your own time. No class period can bring you 
fully up to speed. Do background research on your time. The more you understand, the better your writing.

Critical thinking is always a MUST. Use logic and your knowledge of history, politics, people, etc. and 
see if you can figure out what is coming next. The best writers are those who think through the big picture.

Never be late for class or work. That says something about your ability to manage the details.

Talk with classmates outside of class. Develop an mutual interest in news topics & discuss them. Help 
each other. It’s good teamwork. (Outside waiting in the hall, talk with each other about today’s news.)

Spelling and grammar do matter. Don’t kid yourself any longer. No more coasting by letting the computer 
fix your writing concerns. Turn Spell Check off! Take some pride. Learn it now or embarrass yourself later.

Criticism is a given in this profession. Editors in newsrooms are paid to pick news writing apart and fix it before it goes on-air. Expect the same class and professor scrutiny of your writing. Now is the time in 
your education to develop a tough skin. Learn and practice not to take constructive criticism personally.

Thousands of people take this writing on every day and succeed. You can do it too! Don’t doubt yourself.


From SJSU: Important Reminders To All Students
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University
and the University’s Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work.
Faculty are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial  Affairs.

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic
renewal, withdrawal and other concerns you might have.


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with your professor as soon as possible. See him during his office hours.

SJSU Presidential Directive 97-03 requires students with disabilities register with the campus
Disabilities Resource Center (DRC) to establish a record of your disability.


Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. 

For more detailed explanation of university policies…please go online to:
www.sjsu.edu
Search: Academic Integrity
Read: Ten Principles of Academic Integrity, SJSU Judicial Office, ADM 218
