COMPARING NEWSPAPER LEADS: Dec. 2, 2009 
The Day After President Obama announced his Afghanistan War Plans
Look at how newspaper writers framed the same story different ways 
Associated Press: Obama orders 30,000-troop boost in Afghanistan ( News service story printed in papers nationwide)

WEST POINT, N.Y. (AP) — Declaring ‘‘our security is at stake,’’ President Barack Obama ordered an additional 30,000 U.S. troops into the long war in Afghanistan Tuesday night, nearly tripling the force he inherited as commander in chief. He promised an impatient public he would begin bringing units home in 18 months.             ( This lead seen in nearly all 379 newspapers across the United States, professional and college ) 
Casper, Wyoming TRIBUNE:  Gate ‘Severe Consequence’ for Afghan Failure

Failure in Afghanistan would mean a Taliban takeover of the country and "have severe consequences for the United States and the world," Defense Secretary Robert Gates said Wednesday as the Obama administration set out to sell its new war strategy on Capitol Hill.

Lawmakers questioned the exit strategy, a day after Obama announced he was sending an additional 30,000 
American troops to the Afghan war and would commence troop withdrawals by the summer of 2011.
Denver Post- Mike Littwin: Obama forced to gamble on least-worst option
If there's one thing that was clear in Barack Obama's speech, it's that he wasn't auditioning to be the next war president. We know what wartime speeches sound like, and this wasn't it.

Obama's speech on Afghanistan was not a call to arms, even though he announced he would send 30,000 additional troops there. It was not a call for national sacrifice. It was not a call to save the world for democracy or even to save Afghanistan from its own demons.

IOWA - Des Moines REGISTER: Iowa Guard leader Visser backs move to send more troops
A Pella man who commanded 700 Iowa National Guard soldiers in Afghanistan said Tuesday he supports 
President Barack Obama's plan to send 30,000 additional troops to battle enemy forces there.

"We have to make a strategic decision whether we are going to fight and win this thing," said Scott Visser, a 
Pella businessman who was commander of Iowa National Guard Task Force 168, which served in Afghanistan
in 2004 and 2005.

Portland Oregonian:  Mr. Obama's war


This is a choice that few Americans would wish to make: deepening an American commitment to a military 
campaign that even the top commander concedes stands a high risk of failure. It is the starkest possible way for
a president to demonstrate that he thinks the case of Afghanistan is important enough to send more U.S. 
troops to a place where some will be killed.

