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Mariana Gonzalez

Writing is her weapon of choice and she plans on using it to change the world.  Mariana Gonzalez, a junior at San Jose State University, believes that the recipe for her success in becoming a broadcast journalist will consist of a great education from SJSU, internships, and a splash of perseverance. 

This aspiring news reporter is the first in her family to attend college and feels privileged to have this opportunity.  Although attending college seems to be the norm in the U.S., she realizes the problem of a lack of higher education in other countries as well as this one.  She knows that it takes much more than a college education to thrive in ones career, but feels that it will create a solid foundation for the long run.  Mariana finds inspiration in her parents and grandmother who immigrated to the U.S. from Mexico.  Because they had to work several jobs to survive, she knows never to take her education for granted.  
After graduating from high school, this determined young women attended City College of San Francisco, where she is originally from.  There, she completed her general education courses, but it’s what she learned outside the classroom that she will remember forever.  When Mariana was not studying for an English exam or going to La Raza Unida meetings, you could see her exploring the campus with a pen in one hand and a notebook in the other.  As a part of the campus newspaper, The Guardian, she strived to write articles about issues that affected students.  
Mentoring with Cheryl Jennings, news anchor for ABC News, San Francisco, allowed Mariana to take a sneak peak at what life in the business was really like.  Although overwhelming at first, this ambitious journalism student quickly adapted to the fast, energetic environment of the news room.  Working one on one with Mrs. Jennings fostered her news writing skills and motivated her to always raise the standard.  Mariana was especially grateful for the time and commitment Mrs. Jennings spent and would love to give back to her community when she graduates as well.  
Mariana feels SJSU will give her the tools she needs to make it in the field of broadcast journalism.  With such a diverse campus, she knows the difficulties of creating news that all students will be interested in, but embraces that challenge.  Because she is n the heart of Silicon Valley, she understands the importance of convergence and new technology.  
When she graduates from college she hopes to utilize her skills and create new and innovative ways to attract youth to news and change their negative perception of the media.  
